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calls of metabolism during walking. The slightest contrac-
tion of the already sclerosed vessels brings on cramp and
sudden loss of muscular power, with inability to walk or

even to limp. Hence the significance of the " claudication 
"

or intermittent limping, which is definitely attributable to
the local pathological vascular condition. Such a condition

should be differentially diagnosed without difficulty from
erythromelalgia and Raynaud’s disease.

PATHOLOGY AT OXFORD.

THE meeting which we announced in our issue of

Dec. 17th as about to be held under the presidency of
Sir William Church to consider the question of pathology
at Oxford was duly held at 20, Hanover-square, London, W.,
on Dec. 20th. The meeting, as is frequently and unavoidably
the case with meetings of medical men, was somewhat

sparsely attended but the outcome of it was that
two committees were appointed, the one a standing
committee and the other an executive committee,
the duty of which should be to bring before the Uni-

versity the interests of medical education at Oxford
and more particularly the need for adequate endow-
ment of the department of pathology. The facts of
the case stand thus. The sole endowment of the depart-
ment at present is the sum of &pound;300 per annum allotted

by the University Chest for the salary of a Reader in

pathology. All the cost of upkeep and of laboratory 
apparatus and the like has to be found elsewhere. The

Rhodes trustees have allotted a sum of E200 a year for
five years, so that the whole settled amount at present
available for salaries, upkeep, apparatus, and all other

expenses is &pound;500 per annum, although to this must

be added students’ fees which rarely amount to L100 

per annum. If Oxford men could raise a sum of

&pound;10,000&mdash;i.e., a further &pound;300 a year-it might be that

the University Chest would see its way to grant more
help towards expenses. Oxford medical men constitute,
however, a small body, so that it is doubtful whether they
alone could raise such a sum. But it is to be hoped that all

Oxford men will help. Although the Medical Faculty
possesses an excellent teacher of pathology and an admirable
laboratory for him to teach in, the lack of money prevents
the teacher from giving his whole time to the work and
seriously handicaps the opportunities for work which would
be forthcoming if funds were in hand. 

ITALY AND THE ANGLO-SAXON.

ONE of our Italian correspondents, under date Dec. 18th, 
writes : "From her Parliamentary institutions to her

periodical journalism, the youngest of the European Powers 
has, much to her own benefit, initiated or adopted many
features of British civilisation ; indeed, no full-dress
debate in her Upper or Lower House or exhaustive

discussion of general or imperial interest in her press
is regarded as complete without reference to Anglo-
Saxon ’ precedent or without appeals to English ex-

perience, historical or contemporary. In the medical 
field we have constant illustrations in point, particu-
larly on that side of it which deals with public
hygiene or the ’pathology of collectivism’ as it has

been called, including under this category the phenomena
of religious revivalism or the organised emotional out-

bursts to which all society is more or less subject. Italy,
past and present, has had her full share of these and in the 
year now closing has been unusually prolific in moral ex-

plosions and fanatical demonstrations, from her ill-inspired
and abortive ’ scioperi generali’ (general strikes) to her

’anticlerical protests’ culminating in the unseemly violence
and outrage of Dec. 8th. In keeping with her close obser- 
vation of British experience and usage she is now turning

her eye from her own internal manifestations to those of

the Anglo-Saxon’ world and in the columns of her most
widely read journal, the Secolo of Milan, there is placed before
her public a vivid account of the religious epidemic’ now
stirring the Welsh Principality from centre to circumference.
After a full historical survey of the successive outbursts of

&deg; mania contionabunda’ in the British Isles, the article

concentrates itself on ’Revivalism in Wales’ and drawing
upon the recent comments of THE LANCET&mdash;’la nota rivista

medico-scientifica’-it entertains its readers to concrete

illustrations of this curioso fenomeno d’isterismo’ which
must have the effect of crowding the lunatic asylums of the
Principality if not of adding to the number of these insti-

tutions. There is an undertone of self-congratulation in thearticle that Italy is not singular in being subject to ecstatic
outbreaks on an epidemic scale-recalling in some degree
her satisfaction during the South African war at witnessing
the almost hysterical emotionalism displayed on the Stock
Exchange and other great British centres when the tension
of anxiety as to the fate of Kimberley and Mafeking wasunexpectedly relieved. ’Even the self-possessed and sedate
Anglo-Saxon,’it was said, ’is not proof against such ordeals
and can, on occasion, give evidence of what the medico-
psychologist terms the "hyperassthesia of an over-wroughtcivilisation."’ Be this as it may, the pathology of collec-
tivism,’ whether in the industrial or political world as in Italy
or in the religious field as in the British Isles, is well worth
the attention of the publicist in either country, and the
influential Milanese journal is fulfilling a salutary function
in drawing the attention of its readers to the conditions
under which such phenomena develop and die out as that .

’ revivalism in Wales’ on which it opportunely strengthens
its case’ by the comments of THE LANCET."

THE PARASITES OF SMALL-POX, VACCINIA, AND
VARICELLA.

WE publish in another column an article by Dr. W. E.
de Korte in which he claims to have discovered an amoeboid

protozoon in the lymph of variola, vaccinia, and varicella, as
well as in the analogous disease, amaas or Kaffir milk-pox.
The parasite of vaccinia and variola is described as an

amoeboid organism about of an inch in diameter,
its protoplasm containing highly refractive greenish
particles regarded by Dr. de Kort&eacute; as spores, which in

many cases render the nucleus invisible. On the warm

stage in the case of the amoeba found in human vaccine
lymph there is very active amoeboid movement, while in the
case of that from small-pox lymph although alteration of
contour occurs no pseudopodia have been seen. In glyceri-
nated calf lymph large amoebae are to be observed which
are regarded by Dr. de Korte as encysted forms. The
amoeb&aelig; can best be studied in hanging-drop prepara-
tions of the lymph itself, and since they are very
easily destroyed by the manipulative processes required
for staining they may not be found in stained pre-
parations, although they are capable of being stained.
Dr. de Korte discusses the possibility that the supposed
organisms may be leucocytes and negatives it among other
reasons because they persist in the lymph for as long as six
months, whereas leucocytes in human blister-fluid disappear

after 14 days even though kept at the body temperature,
which would hardly seem a very cogent reason in the

absence of details of the origin of the blister fluid
or of information of the duration of life of leucocytes
in vaccine or variola lymph. Dr. de Korte states thatno multiplication of the amoebas by direct division and

no sexual reproduction have as yet been observed, and then
writes that he hopes shortly to publish a paper on a method
of cultivating the organisms in vitro, st ttements which are
j-omewhat difficult to reconcile. A protozoon or sporozoon


